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NOBTH AMEBICA 

United States 

California-Nevada, etc. Geomorphic Map of California and Nevada 
■with Portions of Oregon and Idaho, showing the diastrophic character of the 
relief, the steep descent from the sub-continental shelf to the floor of the Pacific, 
and the more important known faults. Authorities for the position of faults: 
I. C. Bussell, O. H. Hershey, H. W. Fairbanks, J. S. Diller, W. C. Mendenhall, 
F. M. Anderson, B. Arnold, H. W. Turner, J. C. Branner, W. Lindgren and 
A. C. Lawson. Drawn by M. Solem. [1:1,900,000]. 43%° -32%° N; 
124%°-113%° W. 3 colors. Accompanies, as map No. 1, "Atlas Accom- 
panying the Beport of the State Earthquake Investigation Commission upon 
the California Earthquake of April 18, 1906," Carnegie Institution, Washing- 
ton, 1908. b 

[Although the atlas in which this map is contained was reviewed in the 
Bulletin at the time (Vol. 41, 1909, p. 469), it is thought worth while to single 
out this map for comment. No general map of this region known to the writer 
since Lieut. G. K. Warren's map of the western United States, 1 : 3,000,000, pub- 
lished at the time of the surveys by the Army engineers, shows relief so well as 
this one. While we have in this country, in the domain of scientific cartography, 
developed to a high degree of efficiency the representation of relief on detailed 
topographic maps, we are not so successful as regards general maps. These 
require generalization, in relief as in their other elements, and here the con 
tour method, as used, for instance, on the standard general map of the United 
States published by the U. S. Geological Survey (see on this point, under 
"United States," Bull., Vol. 46, 1914, p. 394), is unsatisfactory. Contours, 
unsupported by hypsometric tints, on a general map do not give a synoptic 
view of relief and, even when thus supplemented, fail to express relief between 



